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§ 600.51 Purpose and scope. 
(a) A foreign institution is eligible to 

apply to participate in the Federal 
Family Education Loan (FFEL) pro-
grams if it is comparable to an eligible 
institution of higher education located 
in the United States and has been ap-
proved by the Secretary in accordance 
with the provisions of this subpart. 

(b) This subpart E contains the pro-
cedures and criteria under which a for-
eign institution may be deemed eligi-
ble to apply to participate in the FFEL 
programs. 

(c) Applicability of other title IV, 
HEA program regulations. 

(1) A foreign institution must comply 
with all requirements for eligible and 
participating institutions except when 
made inapplicable by the HEA or when 
the Secretary, through publication in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, identifies spe-
cific provisions as inapplicable to for-
eign institutions. 

(2)(i) A public or nonprofit foreign in-
stitution that meets the requirements 
of this subpart, and that also meets the 
requirements of this part except as pro-
vided in §§ 600.51(c)(1) and 600.54(a), is 
considered an ‘‘institution of higher 
education’’ for purposes of the title IV, 
HEA program regulations; and 

(ii) A for-profit foreign institution 
that meets the requirements of this 
subpart, and that also meets the re-
quirements of this Part, except as pro-
vided in §§ 600.51(c)(1) and 600.54(a), is 
considered a ‘‘proprietary institution’’ 
for purposes of title IV, HEA program 
regulations. 

(d)(1) A program offered by a foreign 
school through any use of a tele-
communications course, correspond-
ence course, or direct assessment pro-
gram is not an eligible program; 

(2) Correspondence course has the 
meaning given in § 600.2; 

(3) Direct assessment program has the 
meaning given in § 668.10(a)(1) of this 
chapter; 

(4) Telecommunications course is a 
course offered through any one or a 
combination of the technologies listed 
in the definition of telecommuni-
cations course in § 600.2, except that 
telecommunications technologies may 
be used to supplement and support in-
struction that is offered in a classroom 
located in the foreign country where 

the students and instructor are phys-
ically present. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088) 

[59 FR 22063, Apr. 28, 1994, as amended at 71 
FR 45692, Aug. 9, 2006; 75 FR 67193, Nov. 1, 
2010] 

§ 600.52 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

this subpart E: 
Associate degree school of nursing: A 

school that provides primarily or ex-
clusively a two-year program of post-
secondary education in professional 
nursing leading to a degree equivalent 
to an associate degree in the United 
States. 

Clinical training: The portion of a 
graduate medical education program 
that counts as a clinical clerkship for 
purposes of medical licensure com-
prising core, required clinical rotation, 
and not required clinical rotation. 

Collegiate school of nursing: A school 
that provides primarily or exclusively 
a minimum of a two-year program of 
postsecondary education in profes-
sional nursing leading to a degree 
equivalent to a bachelor of arts, bach-
elor of science, or bachelor of nursing 
in the United States, or to a degree 
equivalent to a graduate degree in 
nursing in the United States, and in-
cluding advanced training related to 
the program of education provided by 
the school. 

Diploma school of nursing: A school af-
filiated with a hospital or university, 
or an independent school, which pro-
vides primarily or exclusively a two- 
year program of postsecondary edu-
cation in professional nursing leading 
to the equivalent of a diploma in the 
United States or to equivalent indicia 
that the program has been satisfac-
torily completed. 

Foreign graduate medical school: A for-
eign institution (or, for a foreign insti-
tution that is a university, a compo-
nent of that foreign institution) having 
as its sole mission providing an edu-
cational program that leads to a degree 
of medical doctor, doctor of osteo-
pathic medicine, or the equivalent. A 
reference in these regulations to a for-
eign graduate medical school as ‘‘free-
standing’’ pertains solely to those 
schools that qualify by themselves as 
foreign institutions and not to schools 
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that are components of universities 
that qualify as foreign institutions. 

Foreign institution: 
(1) For the purposes of students who 

receive title IV aid, an institution 
that— 

(i) Is not located in a State; 
(ii) Except as provided with respect 

to clinical training offered under 
§ 600.55(h)(1), § 600.56(b), or § 600.57(a)(2)— 

(A) Has no U.S. location; 
(B) Has no written arrangements, 

within the meaning of § 668.5, with in-
stitutions or organizations located in 
the United States for students enroll-
ing at the foreign institution to take 
courses from institutions located in 
the United States; 

(C) Does not permit students to en-
roll in any course offered by the for-
eign institution in the United States, 
including research, work, internship, 
externship, or special studies within 
the United States, except that inde-
pendent research done by an individual 
student in the United States for not 
more than one academic year is per-
mitted, if it is conducted during the 
dissertation phase of a doctoral pro-
gram under the guidance of faculty, 
and the research can only be performed 
in a facility in the United States; 

(iii) Is legally authorized by the edu-
cation ministry, council, or equivalent 
agency of the country in which the in-
stitution is located to provide an edu-
cational program beyond the secondary 
education level; and 

(iv) Awards degrees, certificates, or 
other recognized educational creden-
tials in accordance with § 600.54(e) that 
are officially recognized by the country 
in which the institution is located; or 

(2) If the educational enterprise en-
rolls students both within a State and 
outside a State, and the number of stu-
dents who would be eligible to receive 
title IV, HEA program funds attending 
locations outside a State is at least 
twice the number of students enrolled 
within a State, the locations outside a 
State must apply to participate as one 
or more foreign institutions and must 
meet all requirements of paragraph (1) 
of this definition, and the other re-
quirements of this part. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, an educational 
enterprise consists of two or more loca-
tions offering all or part of an edu-

cational program that are directly or 
indirectly under common ownership. 

Foreign nursing school: A foreign in-
stitution (or, for a foreign institution 
that is a university, a component of 
that foreign institution) that is an as-
sociate degree school of nursing, a col-
legiate school of nursing, or a diploma 
school of nursing. A reference in these 
regulations to a foreign nursing school 
as ‘‘freestanding’’ pertains solely to 
those schools that qualify by them-
selves as foreign institutions and not 
to schools that are components of uni-
versities that qualify as foreign insti-
tutions. 

Foreign veterinary school: A foreign in-
stitution (or, for a foreign institution 
that is a university, a component of 
that foreign institution) having as its 
sole mission providing an educational 
program that leads to the degree of 
doctor of veterinary medicine, or the 
equivalent. A reference in these regula-
tions to a foreign veterinary school as 
‘‘freestanding’’ pertains solely to those 
schools that qualify by themselves as 
foreign institutions and not to schools 
that are components of universities 
that qualify as foreign institutions. 

National Committee on Foreign Medical 
Education and Accreditation (NCFMEA): 
The operational committee of medical 
experts established by the Secretary to 
determine whether the medical school 
accrediting standards used in other 
countries are comparable to those ap-
plied to medical schools in the United 
States, for purposes of evaluating the 
eligibility of accredited foreign grad-
uate medical schools to participate in 
the title IV, HEA programs. 

Passing score: The minimum passing 
score as defined by the Educational 
Commission for Foreign Medical Grad-
uates (ECFMG), or on the National 
Council Licensure Examination for 
Registered Nurses (NCLEX–RN), as ap-
plicable. 

Post-baccalaureate/equivalent medical 
program: A program offered by a foreign 
graduate medical school that requires, 
as a condition of admission, that its 
students have already completed their 
non-medical undergraduate studies and 
that consists solely of courses and 
training leading to employment as a 
doctor of medicine or doctor of osteo-
pathic medicine. 
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Secondary school: A school that pro-
vides secondary education as deter-
mined under the laws of the country in 
which the school is located. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088) 

[59 FR 22063, Apr. 28, 1994, as amended at 75 
FR 67193, Nov. 1, 2010] 

§ 600.53 Requesting an eligibility de-
termination. 

(a) To be designated as eligible to 
apply to participate in the FFEL pro-
grams or to continue to be eligible be-
yond the scheduled expiration of the 
institution’s current period of eligi-
bility, a foreign institution must— 

(1) Apply on the form prescribed by 
the Secretary; and 

(2) Provide all the information and 
documentation requested by the Sec-
retary to make a determination of that 
eligibility. 

(b) If a foreign institution fails to 
provide, release, or authorize release to 
the Secretary of information that is re-
quired in this subpart E, the institu-
tion is ineligible to apply to partici-
pate in the FFEL programs. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0673) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088) 

§ 600.54 Criteria for determining 
whether a foreign institution is eli-
gible to apply to participate in the 
Direct Loan Program. 

The Secretary considers a foreign in-
stitution to be comparable to an eligi-
ble institution of higher education in 
the United States and eligible to apply 
to participate in the Direct Loan Pro-
gram if the foreign institution meets 
the following requirements: 

(a)(1) Except for a freestanding for-
eign graduate medical school, foreign 
veterinary school, or foreign nursing 
school, the foreign institution is a pub-
lic or private nonprofit educational in-
stitution. 

(2) For a public or private nonprofit 
foreign institution, the institution 
meets the requirements of § 600.4, ex-
cept § 600.4(a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4)(ii), 
(a)(5), (b), (c), and any requirements 
the HEA or the Secretary has des-
ignated as inapplicable in accordance 
with § 600.51(c)(1). 

(3) For a for-profit foreign medical, 
veterinary, or nursing school, the 
school meets the requirements of 
§ 600.5, except § 600.5(a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4), 
(a)(5)(i)(B), (a)(5)(ii), (a)(6), (c), (d), (e) 
and any requirements the HEA or the 
Secretary has designated as inappli-
cable in accordance with § 600.51(c)(1). 

(b) The foreign institution admits as 
regular students only persons who— 

(1) Have a secondary school comple-
tion credential; or 

(2) Have the recognized equivalent of 
a secondary school completion creden-
tial. 

(c) Notwithstanding § 668.5, an eligi-
ble foreign institution may not enter 
into a written arrangement under 
which an ineligible institution or orga-
nization provides any portion of one or 
more of the eligible foreign institu-
tion’s programs. For the purposes of 
this paragraph, written arrangements 
do not include affiliation agreements 
for the provision of clinical training 
for foreign medical, veterinary, and 
nursing schools. 

(d) An additional location of a for-
eign institution must separately meet 
the definition of a foreign institution 
in § 600.52 if the additional location is— 

(1) Located outside of the country in 
which the main campus is located, ex-
cept as provided in § 600.55(h)(1), 
§ 600.56(b), § 600.57(a)(2), § 600.55(h)(3), 
and the definition of foreign institu-
tion found in § 600.52; or 

(2) Located within the same country 
as the main campus, but is not covered 
by the legal authorization of the main 
campus. 

(e) The foreign institution provides 
an eligible education program— 

(1) For which the institution is le-
gally authorized to award a degree that 
is equivalent to an associate, bacca-
laureate, graduate, or professional de-
gree awarded in the United States; 

(2) That is at least a two-academic- 
year program acceptable for full credit 
toward the equivalent of a bacca-
laureate degree awarded in the United 
States; or 

(3)(i) That is equivalent to at least a 
one-academic-year training program in 
the United States that leads to a cer-
tificate, degree, or other recognized 
educational credential and prepares 
students for gainful employment in a 
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